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Mr. and Mrs. Yamaguchi receive indus-
try recognition from Craig Larsen (SEC)

The recently held gathering of US
industry representatives for the
American Wood Design Awardsin
Tokyo gave a unique opportunity for
the US softwood industry to recog-
nize the recent retirement of its
long- time Japan representative,
Ikuo, “Yami” Yamaguchi. Anin-
dustry recognition dinner in the US
set for March was cancelled when
Yami had a second medical emer-

gency in Japan.

Y ami’s more than 25 years of out-
standing service to the industry was
honored and recognized by a num-
ber of forest products organizations
(Continued on page 3)
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EU markets improve

Eddie Pearce, UK

During the second quarter of 2002
there has been a general improve-
ment in the economies of most of
the EU countries with exception of
Germany. Thisimprovement isalso
reflected in the increased level of
imports of US softwoods during this
period where Belgium, France, Ger-
many and Italy have shown some
significant gains over the same pe-
riod in 2001.

Belgium-Luxemburg

The economies of Belgium and
Luxemburg are beginning to show
signs of improvement, particularly
in the building and construction
industries and this can be seen in the
exports of US softwoods in the first
quarter (Jan-March) of 2002 when
compared with the same period last
year. Douglas fir has made
particular improvement at 1290m3
asagainst 191m3in 2001.

US Douglasfir isthefirst choice for
house builders in southern Belgium
and north-eastern France. The past
18-24 months French Douglas has
been used because the strength of
the US dollar made the US Douglas-
fir uncompetitive. Now that the dol-
lar is weakening builders are going
back to their preferred choice.

Denmark

In Denmark the economy remains
stagnant. The building and construc-
tion industry has been relatively
quiet for the past few months and
thereby affecting demand for timber
products such as flooring.

Germany

The economic situation in Ger-
many continues to be poor. The
building and construction indus-
tries are at their lowest level in 15
years and the situation is reflected
in the window market, which is of
the most interest to American
Softwoods.

Whilst participating at
FENSTERBAU 2002 in Germany
earlier thisyear it was reported
how the German window industry
has been affected by the recession
with the publication of the
following production figures:

2000: 19.5 mil window units
2001: 16.0 mil window units
2002 forecast: 14.4 mil units

However, the volume of Douglas-
fir has risen during the first six
months of thisyear. According to
the timber trade thisis due to 1)
far eastern species, such as Mer-
anti, have become less competi-
tive, and 2) the weakening of the
US dollar has made Dougla fir
more competitive and the manu-
facturers are returning to their
first choice specie, DouglasHir.

France

The French economy continues to
improve and thisisreflected in
the general well being of the
building and construction indus-

try.

Following a slow first quarter US
exports to France have improved
by 74.6% compared with the
same period last year.

(Continued on page 2)
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Outlook on Greece

Ignacio Martinez, Spain

Although Greece' s market for
American wood products has experi-
enced reasonable growth during the
past few years, the overvalued US
dollar has put adrag on exportsto
this market just asit has to many
other European countries. Asare-
sult, Greek softwood demand has
shifted from high-grade US soft-
wood lumber to German, Scandina-
vian, and Austrian material. How-
ever, importers agree that the recent
weakening of the US dollar and the
relatively low lumber pricesin the
US should fuel export demand rap-
idly. For the short term, adlight rise
in US softwood demand is expected
for construction activity planned for
the 2004 Olympic Games in Athens.

Greeceisonly able to meet one-
third of its wood product consump-
tion needs. Although the market is
heavy to European redwood and
spruce, there is some demand for
Southern Pine and Douglas fir. Ac-
cording to many Greek importers,
US species are imported for re-
manufacturing into flooring, doors,
windows, and other applications.

Contact Information

Mexico furniture

The SEC, aong with the WWPA,
recently participated in the TECH-
NOMEUBLE trade show in Guada-
lajara, Mexico. Over the course of
this three day show numerous atten-
dees stopped by the booth to ask
questions and pick up information
on U.S. softwoods. Dr. Ramon
Echenique-Manrique SEC/SPC was
present to answer many questions
from show attendees.

During the show a representative of
Carta Camera Guadalgjara Mexi-
canadelalndustria (a trade associa-
tion of forest products wholesalers),
met with the SEC / WWPA. This
group isinterested in contacting
suppliers of Ponderosa pine lumber.
A group of representatives from the
Catrawill be touring millsin the
western US in late August 2002.
For more information about this
visit please contact Allan Czinger at
(503) 248-0406.

Gateway program

Approximately 100 builders,
building materials importers and
real estate devel opers from Japan,
Taiwan, Korea and alarge contin-
gent from Chinawill visit Sezttle,
WA and Portland, OR on August
19 - 20 for the EBPA summer
Gateway program. The two-day
seminar and site visit program
focuses on luxury housing, de-
sign, and US wooden building
materials. An additional educa-
tional program is being arranged
for Taiwan builders.

The educational seminar program
also includes amini trade show of
US housing products and a reception
to meet the participants on Monday
August 19, from 4 to 7 pm in Seat-
tle. The Portland tour will include
the Street of Dreams housing exhibi-
tion. Moreinformation on the
EBPA website www.ep.org .

Softwood Export Council
520 S.W. Sixth Avenue #810
Portland, Oregon 97204 USA

Phone: 503-248-0406
Fax: 503-248-0402
Email: info@softwood.org

Web site; www.softwood.org

Craig Larsen, President
Allan Czinger, Programs Manager

( Europe—Continued from page 1)

According to French importers con-
tacted at the Carrefour International
du Boisin Nantes, reasons for this
change were the improved strength
of the Euro against the dollar and
the fact that Douglas-fir is the pre-
ferred species for windows and con-
struction, in spite of competition
from domestically produced Doug-
las-fir.

Ireland

Following several yearsin the
growth of the building and construc-
tion industry in Ireland, a significant
slowdown has been observed during
the latter part of 2001 and continu-
ing into 2002, resulting in alower
rate of new houses being built.
American softwoods demand has
decreased. Exportsto Ireland have

falen by 60% compared with the
same period last year.

The United Kingdom

The UK economy continues to move
smoothly and positively. However,
the forecast for 2002 is that it will
not be as high asit wasin 2001. UK
importers’ opinion isthat imports of
American softwoods will improve
during the second half of 2002.

The Netherlands

The continued increase in the import
levels of Douglas-fir from the US
confirms the increased activity in
the window manufacturing sector in
the Netherlands. Douglas-fir exports
stand at 100% above the level
compared with same period last year

The full report is available through
the market research section of the
SEC website www.softwood.org.
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Ken Bronson (WCLIB) with
Douglasir butcher- block table made
fromreclaimed timbers

Shanghai, China

Softwood Export Council program
marketing manger, Allan Czinger,
recently led a small softwood mar-
ket assessment trade mission to
China. The one week trip included
SEC member representatives Ken
Bronson, WCLIB, Lee Green,
WWPA, and Jim Snodgrass,
WMMPA.

The trip concentrated its activitiesin
the Shanghai areatouring furniture
factories, Chinese importers and
wholesalers, the local building mate-
rials market, and new building con-
struction sites. The group met a
number of Chinese furniture produc-
ers using softwoods from around the
world including US lumber species.
In Shanghai aone more than 2,500
high rise buildings have been con-
structed in the past few years.
Opportunities for interior fittings
seem to be in abundance.

Programs

SEC members meet China markets

AHEC Convention

The SEC contingent also repre-
sented the US softwood lumber in-
dustry at the annual American Hard-
wood Export Council SE Asian and
Greater China convention, also held
in Shanghai. The convention atten-
dance gave western softwood repre-
sentatives the opportunity to mingle
and make contact with more than
700 Asian wood buyers. SEC aso
provided the attendees with copies
of each of the SEC publications
available in simplified Chinese. The
SEC advanced its interiors softwood
promotional efforts by participating
in a press conference which was part
of the AHEC conference activity
schedule.

Thefull trip report is available to
SEC members. Contact Allan
Czinger at the SEC.

(Yami—Continued from page 1)

including: the American Forest and
Paper Association (AFPA), APA,
the Engineered Wood Association
(APA-TEWA), the Center For In-
ternational Trade in Forest Products
(CINTRAFOR), the USDA Foreign
Agricultura Servicein both Wash-
ington DC and Tokyo (FAS), the
Southern Forest Products Associa-
tion (SFPA), The West Coast Lum-
ber Inspection Bureau (WCLIB), the
Western Wood Products Association
(WWPA), the Wood Moulding and
Millwork Producers Association
(WMMPA), and the Softwood Ex-
port Council (SEC).

Photos of the reception are available
for viewing on the SEC website.
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The latest publication, Softwoods of
the Western USA, has recently rolled
off the presses and onto the SEC
website. International offices will
be receiving their inventory shortly.
The publication provides color pho-
tos of 18 western US species, show-
ing both clear and knotty grades.
Species working properties and
other general information is also
included.

The brochure was designed to com-
plement SEC promotional activities
aimed at the interior fittings and fur-
niture market segments in markets
such as China, Mexico, Korea, Ja-
pan, and Europe. The publication is
in four languages and is available on
the SEC website for instant access.

Western Speciesjoins four other
SEC publications, Douglasir,
Western Hemlock and the Truefirs,
Ponderosa Pine, and the Western
Soecies Grade Guide on the SEC
website in the quickly downloadable
HTML format. The publications are
currently available in six different
language editions.
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SEC MEMBER
ORGANIZATIONS

Alaska Manufacturers Association

American Institute of Timber
Construction

California Redwood Association

Center for International Trade in Forest
Products

Evergreen Building Products
Association

Northwest Wood Products Association
OSU Forest Products Department
Pacific Lumber Exporters Association
Pacific Lumber Inspection Bureau

Washington State Office of Trade and
Economic Development

West Coast Lumber Inspection Bureau
Western Wood Products Association

Wood Moulding and Millwork Producers
Association

IFPM Conference set

China and other emerging mar-
kets

* Regulatory reform and oppor-
tunitiesin Asian markets

The 2002 International Forest Prod-
ucts Marketing Conference will take
place on September 26th and 27th

Conference themes will include:
* Macro-economic overview
* Financial trends and timber

The conference is an annual presen-
tation of the Center for Internationa
Trade in Forest Products. The

markets venue is the Mountaineers Building
* Economic outlook for Asian at 300 Third Ave, West, Seattle.
markets

Program information, including a
registration sheet is available from
the CINTRAFOR website linked to
the SEC home page.

* Overview of log, lumber,
panel and chip markets
* Opportunities and obstaclesin

Upcoming Events

EBPA Gateway program, Seattle, Portland, August 19-20, 2002
CINTRAFOR IFPM conference, Seattle, WA; September 26-27, 2002
Taipei Constructions Show, Taipei, Taiwan; October 3-6, 2002
Western Softwood Lumber Mission, Japan, October 2002

EXPO CIHAC, Mexico City, Mexico; October 17-22, 2002

US Industry—JLIA meeting, Tokyo November 11-13, 2002
Tokyo Home Show, Tokyo, November 19-22, 2002

Home Builders Expo, Osaka, November, 26-27, 2002
EBPA-Industry China Trade mission, November 4-16, 2002
Construction Trade Fair, Chengdu, China, November 12-16, 2002
Building China 2002, Beijing, November 13-16, 2002

AFSI Trade Show, Birmingham, UK, November 17-20, 2002

For links to information on these events go to www.softwood.or g/calendar

US western softwood
publications on grading,
species, and uses are
online at

www.softwood.org/publications
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www.wwwood.net

World Wide Wood Network, Ltd.

701 Prairie Park Lane, Suite A, Yelm, WA 98597
Phone:  360-458-9800

Fax:360-458-9801

E-mail: tjw@wwwood.net

World Wide Wood
is dedicated to providing a
virtual community
for the North American
wood products market.



